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Abstract 
The objectivity of this research is to find out the effect of using mapping words on the English vocabulary of 
eighth grade students of SMP Negeri 1 Wita Ponda. This research applied quasi-experimental design. The 
samples were 42 students; 22 students class VIIIA as the experimental group and 20 students of class VIIIB  
as the control group selected using purposive sampling technique. The data were analyzed statistically in 
order to find out the significant difference of the students’ achievement before and after treatment. The mean 
score of the experimental group on the pre-test was 39.91, while the control group was 45.62. Furthermore, 
the mean score of the experimental group on the post-test was 80.22, while the control group was 72.45. In 
addition, the t-counted value was 8.8. By using degree of freedom (df) 40 and 0.05 level of significance with 
one-tailed test, it is indicated that the value of t-table was 1.684. It is found that  the t-counted is higher than 
t-table. It means that the hypothesis was accepted. In other words, using mapping words can improve the 
vocabulary of eighth grade students of SMP Negeri 1 Wita Ponda. 
Keywords: Vocabulary, Mapping Words.  
Tujuan dari penelitian ini untuk mengetahui efek dari mapping words pada penguasaan kosa kata 
siswa kelas 8 di SMP Negeri 1 Wita Ponda. Penelitian ini menggunakan model quasi-
experimental. Sampel terpilih terdiri dari 42 siswa; 22 siswa kelas VIIIA sebagai kelompok 
eksperimen dan 20 siswa dari kelas VIIIB sebagai kelompok kontrol dipilih menggunakan tehnik 
purposive sampling. Data ini di analisa secara statistik untuk mengetahui perbedaan yang 
signifikan dari pencapaian siswa sebelum dan sesudah perlakuan. Nilai rata-rata dari kelompok 
eksperimen pada tes awal adalah 39.91, sementara pada kelompok kontrol adalah 45.62. 
Selanjutnya, nilai rata-rata dari kelompok eksperimen pada tes akhir adalah 80.22, sementara 
kelompok kontrol adalah 72.45. Selain itu, nilai t-hitung adalah 8.8. Dengan menggunakan degree 
of freedom (df) 40 dengan menggunakan tingkat signifikansi 0.05 dengan uji one-tailed tes dan 
ditemukan bahwa nilai t-tabel adalah 1,684. Ditemukan bahwa t-hitung lebih tinggi di bandingkan 
t-tabel. Ini berarti bahwa hipotesa di terima. Dengan kata lain, menggunakan Mapping Words 
dapat meningkatkan kosa kata siswa kelas delapan di SMP Negeri 1 Wita Ponda. 







Vocabulary is one of the language components which should be learnt by students as well as 
possible. If the students have a lot of vocabularies, it can help the students practice their English skill. 
Mastering a lot of   vocabularies also help the students interact with each other using English  
language confidently. It means that, if the students  can  select  appropriate words  in their sentence, it  
will be  easy  for them  to use English both oral and written forms in daily life. Based on Curriculum 
2013 (K13), students are expected to apply the structure of the text and element of the language to do 
a social function being used as an instruction. In relation to the statement, the researcher concludes 
that having much vocabulary is needed for students in learning English language. By mastering much 
vocabularies, the students understand instructional material easily. In order to make the students can 
understand the material easily so, vocabulary is the component that can be improved in learning 
English language. Since the vocabulary is important, the main point of teaching vocabulary is to 
increase students’ vocabulary by adding new words in their mind.  
It is stated at curriculum (2006:28) for Indonesian junior high school: “By mastering 
approximately 1250 vocabularies and sentence structure which suit the picked themes, it is expected 
for students’ to possess a good skill in listening, speaking, reading, and writing of English.” 
Based on the researcher’s observation that has been done in SMP Negeri 1 Wita Ponda, the 
researcher found that most of the students were not interested in studying English, because they got 
difficulty to know the meaning of words that they have to learn. The students also got difficulties to 
respond what their friends say when they interact with each other.  
In other words, the first thing that has to be mastered by language learners in learning 
language is vocabulary. It is known that vocabulary mastery supports the mastery of four language 
skills. All of those skills will be easily reached if the students understand the meaning of the words or 
vocabulary well.Therefore, vocabulary is very important in teaching English. Briefly, the researcher 
concludes that the students are lack in vocabulary. So that is why the students  are not interested in 
learning English seriously.  
To solve this problem, the researcher describes one technique which can be used in this 
research, the technique is mapping word. Mapping word technique is a way to generate ideas in 
vocabulary.This technique can be used to help the teacher in teaching English in order to increase the 
students’ vocabulary. The purpose of the mapping words strategy is to promote the students’ deeper 
understanding of words.  
Mapping words are visual displays of word meanings organized to depict relationships 
with other words. To develop students’ vocabularies, teachers need to promote in-depth word 
knowledge (Beck, McKeown, &Kucan, 2002). Vocabulary is one of the important components in 
learning English. The students cannot speak well or understand something without mastery 
vocabulary. Vocabulary is the words people must know to communicate effectively, and it is applied 
to speaking, listening, reading, and writing. The students will get difficulty to understand something 
without vocabulary.  Della and Hocking (1992) state, “With a little grammar, the learners can have a 
little smooth communication, but without vocabulary, it is difficult for others to understand the 
information the learners want to express.” According to the statement above, mastering vocabulary 
gives big impact for the students who want to learn English well. The students cannot communicate 
with other people without having a lot of vocabulary. 
 By mastering vocabulary, it can help the students achieve language skill well. The students 
can transfer their ideas and information to other people. Rubin and Thompson (1994) state: “One 
cannot speak, understand, read or write a foreign language without knowing a lot of words. 
Vocabulary learning is at the heart of mastering a foreign language.”Vocabulary knowledge plays an 
important role in learning foreign language. Vocabulary has correlation with other basic language 
skills (reading, listening, speaking, and writing).  
The proficiency of vocabulary will affect the students’ language skill. Richard and Renandya 
(2002) state, “Vocabulary is one element that links the four skills of speaking, listening, reading, and 
writing all together”.  
 In teaching vocabulary, the teacher should consider what words should be learned by the 
students. The teacher has to teach the students a lot of vocabularies based on contextual learning, for 
example things around the students and any words that used in their daily activity. In learning 
vocabulary, the students should consider what words should be used in their daily activity. The 
students should use respectful words in transfering their ideas or communicating with each other. In 
reading, writing, and listening, the students can transfer their ideas with using good words, and in 
speaking, the students can speak well and fluently to communicate with each other. 
 In English, there are several parts of speech. They are verb, adverb, noun, adjective, pronoun, 
preposition, conjunction, interjection. According to Hatch and Brown (2001: 218), vocabulary is 
classified into two function categories which is open classes and closed classes. They are explained in 
following: 
 
a. Open Classes  
1. Noun is the name of person, thing, place, or idea. Example : 
People: farmer, mechanic, father, Professor Haskins, editors, Marcia. 
Places: ocean, Canada, porch, Spain, classroom. 
Things: scissors, giraffe, pen, tugboat, skateboard, braces, drill. 
Ideas: love, inspiration, courage, eagerness, happiness. 
Example: My father is a farmer, we life in Canada.  
2. Adjective is a word used with a noun to describe the person, animal, place, or thing which the noun 
names such as beautiful, white, handsome, ugly, fat, and tin. 
Example: My mom is a beautiful woman. 
3. Verb is a word used to express an action or state, such as write, eat, walk, drink, and run. 
Example: Rina drink a cup of milk every morning. 
4. Adverb is a word used to add something to meaning of a verb, such as quickly, silently. Well, 
badly, very, really. 
Example: my sister eats quickly.  
b. Closed Classes  
1. Pronoun is a word used instead of a noun, such as I, we, you, she, he, they, it, his, her. 
Example: Clara is Arabian, she is beautiful. 
2. Conjunction is a word used to join words or sentences such as or, but, nor, and, as. 
Example: Rina and Tara always go to library together. 
3. Preposition is a word used often placed before a noun to indicate place. Source, method, such as, in, 
on, at, above, between, under, beside. 
4. interjections is a word used as an examination or a word which express some sudden feeling, such 
as Oh! , Hi! Well! 
Example: Oh! That hurts. 
From the example above the researcher limit the discussion especially on the description of nouns and 
adjective. 
Noun is “A part of speech (or word class) that is used to name a person, place, thing, or idea. 
A noun can function as the subject or object of a verb, the object of a preposition or an opposite.” 
(Nordquist, 2011). This definition clarifies that every word which is stated as the name of person, 
thing, place, or idea assume as a noun such as Rina, office, sadness, happiness, and others. The 
markers (-s, -es, and –(i)es) are used to indicate the plural meaning of the noun (more than one item) 
such as bags,studies,boxes. In a sentence contraction, a noun can be located as the subject and also the 
object of the sentence. Noun divided in several categories such as countable noun and uncountable 
noun, proper nouns and common nouns, material nouns and compound nouns, abstract nouns and 
concrete nouns, and pronouns.  
a. Countable Noun 
Nouns which can be counted are called countable nouns. For the example: a cat, a student, a 
teacher, and etc. More explanation about countable nouns: 
1. Countable nouns can be singular or plural. 
a) My cat is playing (singular) 
b) My cats are playing (plural) 
2. The use of indefinite article a/an. 
a) A cat is an animal 
b) Rani is a student 
3. When the countable noun is plural, it means      that independent. 
a) I like apples. 
     b) Glass can break. 
4. The use of some and any in countable nouns. 
a)  I’ve got some clothes. 
     b) Do you have any hat?. 
5. The use of a few and many with countable nouns 
a) I was so glad to have a few books. 
b) My mother has many knives in the kitchen. 
b. Uncountable Noun 
Uncountable noun cannot be counted, for example: milk, sugar, water, salt, sand, air, and etc. It 
can be counted when we change the sentences. For example, “bottles of water” or “liters of water”. 
Here are the examples of uncountable nouns. 
1. Uncountable noun usually used as singular. 
a) There is only little water left in this bottle. 
b)  I need a lot of margarine to cook. 
2. Indefinite articles of “a” and “an” are not used in uncountable nouns. 
3. The use of some and any in uncountable nouns. 
a) I have got some milk. 
b) Have you got any water.  
4. The use of a little and much with uncountable nouns. 
a) I have got a little milk. 
b) I haven’t got much water. 
c. Common Nouns  
Common nouns refer to general, unspecific categories of entities. They name people, things, 
or ideas that are not specific, such as “woman, city, shoe”. Since these nouns are not naming anything 
specific, they do not need to start with a capital letter unless they begin a sentence. 
Adjective is a word used to describe or qualify nouns or pronouns. Allyn and Bacon (2007) 
also states that “adjective is word that describes is or modifies another person or thing in the 
sentence.” It can be people, place, and thing. Adjective usually comes immediately before the noun 
describes. If adjective is used in sentence, to be used before adjective. (Jefkins 1992:109) states that 
“The adjective is modifier that has grammatical properties of comparison. It is often identified by 
special derivational ending or by special adverbial modifiers that preceded it. Its most usual position 
is before the noun it modifies, but it fills other posisiton as well.” 
 Mapping words technique is one activity to increase student vocabulary in English. Mapping 
word is a visual organizer that promotes vocabulary development. At get top or center of the organizer 
is the vocabulary word. Students acquire and retain vocabulary in several ways. An effective method 
is through mapping words.  
In which students enhance their understanding of key words by graphically mapping them. 
This strategy helps students visualize how words strategy are connected with a graphic organizer. It 
may be used to teach word meanings and clarify or expand the meaning of known words. This 
strategy also assists students to develop broader concept and definitions, or synonyms and antonyms. 
 According to Swanson and  Howerton (2007:291) , “Use mapping words helping students 
develop complete knowledge of a vocabulary word is important if they are to remember it over the 
long term. Using mapping words gives students an opportunity to think of word in a variety of ways.” 
 Mapping words is a part of vocabulary process that would help students learn vocabulary. 
Mapping words aim is to helps students to develop vocabulary by representing related in mapping 
words. 
 Here are the procedure of applying mapping words in teaching vocabulary that is 
recommended by Nation (2008:95): 
1. The teacher writes the topic of piece of writing in a short form in the middle of the board, for 
example energy. 
2. The learners then suggest ideas that they have about energy and the teachers notes the most 
important words and phrases from these ideas on board radiating out from the topic. If ideas are 
slow in coming the teacher can give some guiding questions, such as what are the different kinds 
of energy? What energy sources do we use when we drive a car?  
3. After a reasonable number of words and phrases are on the board and these covers the main ideas, 
the teacher wants to make sure that the words or phrases are actually remembered, the teacher tells 
the learners to look at the board for a minute and then cleans the board. The learners then come up 
one by one to reconstruct what was on the board, or tell the teacher what to write and where.  
Therefore, the research question of this research was “Is the implementation of mapping word 
strategy effective to increase vocabulary of the eighth grade students at SMP Negeri 1 Wita Ponda?” 
RESEARCH METHOD 
In conducting this research, the researcher used quasi experimental research design by 
applying non-equivalent control group design with experimental and control groups.  
The researcher was teaching those two groups and gave the treatment of mapping words in 
experimental groups. Then the researcher gave the post-test to both groups. If there is a significant 
result of experimental group than control group, it means that mapping words gave an impact to 
students’ vocabulary.  
The design of the research proposed by Cohen (2007:276) as follows: 
Experimental group  O1 X O2 
Control group  O3    O4 
 
 
Where: O1O3 : pre-test 
 O2O4 : post-test 
 X : treatment 
Population is really important to conduct the research. Cresswell (2005:142) states, 
“Population is a group of individuals who have the same characteristic.” The population of this 
research was the eighth grade students of SMPN 1 Wita Ponda. There ware six classes of the eighth 
grade: VIIIA, VIIIB, VIIIC, VIIID, VIIIE, and VIIIF.  
There are two types of variable in research they are independent variable and dependent 
variable. According to Creswell (2005:115) “A dependent variable is an attribute or characteristic that 
is dependent or influenced by the independent variable and independent variable is an attribute or 
characteristic that influences or affects an outcome or dependent variable.” Based on that assertion, 
the dependent variable in this research was student’s vocabulary and the independent variable was 
mapping words. The instrument of this research was vocabulary test which consisted of two tests: pre-
test and post-test. 
The researcher gave the students multiple choice test as the pre-test and post-test. In this 
research, the test is the main instrument in collecting the data. The aim of the test is to know the 
students mastery in vocabulary.  
There were two tests: pre-test  and post-test. Pre-test was given before treatment and post-test 
was given after treatment. The researcher gave the students pre-test to know the basic students skill in 
vocabulary. After conducting the pre-test, the researcher gave the treatment to the experimental group. 
The treatment was done in six meetings. For the expeimental group, the researcher applied Mapping 
Words strategy to increase students’ vocabulary mastery. After giving the treatment to the students, 
the researcher conducted the post-test to know the significant result of mapping words in the students’ 
vocabulary mastery. Next, the researcher analyzed data through simple statistical analysis. At first, 
she analyzed the students’ individual score using formula proposed by Arikunto (2006:308). Next, she 
calculated mean score of the students using the formula suggested by Arikunto (2006:308). Then, she 
counted mean deviation by using the following formula proposed by Arikunto (2006:307). Last, she 
calculated the square deviation applying a formula of Arikunto (2006:276).  
After applying all formula above, she determined the significant difference between the mean 




 In order to conclude whether the student’s vocabulary mastery increase or not, the researcher 
tested the students both before and after the treatment. The pre-test of both groups was conducted on 
March 6th, 2019 and the post-test was hold on April 5th, 2019.   
Having noted pre-test scores, the highest score of the pre-test on control group was 62.5 and 
the lowest score was 31.25. While in the post-test it was found that the highest score was 87.5 and the 
lowest score was 56.25. The result of the pre-test and post-test of the control group presented on table 
below : 
4.5 The Students Score of the Control Group 
 
After getting the total score students, researcher found the mean score of pre-test was 45.62 
that would be used obtained the deviation score. While in experimental group that the highest score of 
the pre-test was 62.5 and the lowest score was 31.25. The researcher administered the post-test to the 
experimental group, the highest score of the post-test was 96.88 and the lowest score was 68.75. The 
result of the pre-test and post-test of the experimental group presented on table below : 







1 NF 68.75 68.75 10 100
2 IF 75 75 8 64
3 GK 56.25 56.25 0 0
4 ZC 71.875 71.875 6 36
5 NSM 62.5 62.5 5 25
6 M 68.75 68.75 6 36
7 SN 71.875 71.875 12 144
8 DIL 62.5 62.5 7 49
9 ZAP 68.75 68.75 8 64
10 BM 75 75 9 81
11 W 81.25 81.25 8 64
12 ALL 78.125 78.125 8 64
13 LU 65.625 65.625 7 49
14 GJ 71.875 71.875 7 49
15 MTT 87.5 87.5 8 64
16 LMDH 81.25 81.25 13 169
17 MP 81.25 81.25 12 144
18 RAA 75 75 12 144
19 RN 65.625 65.625 11 121
20 EE 81.25 81.25 15 225
TOTAL                                  MX= 3.6 Σy2= 418
 
The mean score of pre-test in experimental group was 39.91 that would used obtained the 
deviation score. After doing the pre-test to the students, the researcher conducting six meeting 
treatments in the experimental group. The researcher gave the test to the sudents. 
Researcher counted deviation score by analysing student’s individual score in post-test minus 
student’s individual score in pre-test. After finding out the deviation of both groups, the researcher 
calculated the sum squared deviation around the mean score of the experimental and control groups.  
 Based on the calculation, the sum-squared deviation of the experimental group is 391 and the 
sum-squared deviation of the control group is 418. After having the sum-squared deviation of both 
groups, the researcher continued to find out the significant difference of both groups. The value of the 
t-counted is 8.8. The researcher tested the t-counted with the t-table by using the level of significance 
0.05. Degree of freedom (df) of the table is NX + NY - 2 = 40. The researcher found that the value of 
t-table is 1.684. Meanwhile, the value of the t-counted is 8.8.  
 
DISCUSSION 
 There are some points which need to be discussed about findings of the research. The main 
purpose of conducting pretest and postest in this research was to find out wheter the use of mapping 
words increased students’ vocabulary mastery at eighth grade students of SMP Negeri 1 Wita Ponda 
or not. The researcher did her research by using mapping words to the students in teaching and 
learning process. It was done for knowing the reason why the students got difficulties in learning 
English paricularly vocabulary.  
 The test that the researcher applied in post-test also multiple choice test. The researcher 
administred a post-test to both experimental and control groups. In order to find out whether the 
student’s understanding in vocabulary increased after getting the treatment or not. Based on the result 
of the post-test, there was progres. The result showed that the student’s post-test was better than pre-
test. It can be seen from the mean score of the pre-test is 45.62 and while the mean score of the post-
test is 72.65. Furthermore, the total score of the student’s in experimental group was higher than the 
total score in control group. It was influenced by teaching and learning process using mapping words 
strategy in experimental group. Mapping words can influence the student’s improvement in 





1 R 34.37 93.75 19
2 MAA 62.5 96.875 11
3 NR 40.62 78.125 12
4 ADIP 59.37 78.125 6
5 GF 31.25 84.375 17
6 DN 46.87 71.875 8
7 RAJ 34.37 87.5 17
8 UM 31.25 87.5 8
9 DR 31.25 75 14
10 MNR 31.25 93.75 20
11 B 37.5 87.5 16
12 NAP 34.37 81.25 15
13 E 43.75 81.25 12
14 JY 31.25 68.75 12
15 SA 59.37 68.75 3
16 RAP 56.25 75 6
17 RNY 37.5 78.125 13
18 JDH 34.37 75 13
19 ZP 31.25 68.75 11
20 PA 37.5 71.875 11
21 NCV 40.62 87.5 15

























to help the student remember new words. The researcher compared the values of t-counted and t-table. 
Based on the result, the researcher concludes that the hypothesis was accepted because the value of 
the t-counted higher than t-table. The result showed that the hypothesis of the research was accepted. 
It means that the use of mapping words strategy increased students vocabulary at eighth grade of SMP 
Negeri 1 Wita Ponda. 
 The researcher correlated the findings to the previous studies conducted by Wardani (2015) 
entitled “Improving Students Vocabulary Mastery using Mapping Words Strategy”, while Rohania 
(2014) entitled “Teaching Students Vocabulary through Mapping Words Technique at Seventh Grade 
Students of SMP Negeri 1 Cianjur.” The result both of previous studies showed that using mapping 
words improve students’ vocabulary. Researcher did her research by using mapping words to the 
students in teaching and learning process. It was done for knowing the reason why the students got 
difficulties in learning English paricularly vocabulary. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 Based on the analysis of the tests, the researcher concludes that the implementation of 
mapping word strategy is effective to increase vocabulary of the eighth grade students at SMP Negeri 
1 Wita Ponda. The implementation of mapping words strategy help the students to answer the 
question related to the noun and adjective is better after the treatment. The data analysis shows that 
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